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Student, Teacher and Retiree Recognition   
I would once again like to recognize the students, teachers and retiring staff members who were 
honored this evening.   
 
End of the Year Events 
As the school year winds down, we have had many opportunities to recognize and highlight the 
achievements of our students.  I have had the privilege of attending several such events recently 
including the Junior National Honor Society Induction Ceremony at Franklin Middle School, 
Senior Awards Night and the Varsity Sports Award Ceremony at Franklin High School, Sampson 
G. Smith School Awards Night and the Junior Achievement Banquet.  This past Tuesday, June 
12, 2012, the Robotics Club from Franklin High School made a presentation at the Town Council 
Meeting.  I am very proud of all of our students who were honored in these ceremonies and 
extend my congratulations to them and their families on these awards.  I believe that some of our 
board members will comment on these recent events later in the evening.   
 
Strategic Planning Community Meeting  
The final Strategic Planning Community Workshop was held on Monday, June 11th.  There were 
approximately 70 individuals in attendance.  The theme of this meeting was “Creating An Action 
Plan”.  Small groups met to discuss each of the 6 areas of focus and come up with three 
suggestions in the following areas:  Improved Student Achievement, Student and Staff Access to 
21st Century Technology, Expanded Curricular and Extra-Curricular Programs, Improved 
Community Relations, Address Facility Needs and School Spirit and Pride.  These areas of focus 
had evolved from comments made at the first two workshops.  Once again the event, facilitated 
by Dr. Charles Ivory, was a very positive experience.  The comments from this last meeting will 
be posted on the district website next week.  I will be meeting with the Strategic Planning 
Committee shortly to discuss our next step. 
 
School Closings 
This past Monday, June 11, 2012 was a minimum session for our elementary schools as well as 
Franklin Middle School and Sampson G. Smith School.  Tomorrow, Friday, June 15, 2012 will be 
a minimum session day for Franklin High School.   
 
Graduation   
The commencement exercises for the Franklin High School Class of 2012 will be held at the Sun 
Bank Arena in Trenton on Thursday, June 21st.  The ceremony will begin at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Personnel Matters   
It is with great sadness that I report the death of Reverend Kenneth A. Burnett, husband of 
Conerly Road School Principal, Dr. Donna Silva-Burnett.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to Dr. 
Silva-Burnett and her family at this time.  I would like to thank the staff at Conerly Road School for 
the continued support of their principal.  I would also like to thank our district administrators for 
covering student arrival and dismissal and other administrative duties at Conerly Road School 
this week.   
 
The District suffered another loss recently with the passing of Shirley Harris.  Ms. Harris was a 
paraprofessional at Franklin High School.  We also keep Ms. Harris’ family in our thoughts and 
prayers.    
 
Also in the area of Personnel, one staff member has been suspended without pay since March 
16th of this year.  Finally, it is my pleasure to introduce, Ms. Pamela Horn, our new Director of 
Pupil Personnel Services.  My recommendation of Ms. Horn was accepted by the Board of 
Education on March 29th and she began her work here on June 1, 2012.  We look forward to 
working with her. 
 


